[Comparison of antiviral responses to adefovir dipivoxil therapy of genotype B and genotype C HBV infected patients].
To investigate the role of HBV genotypes on their response to adefovir dipivoxil (ADV) antiviral therapy. HBV genotypes from 177 HBeAg-positive chronic hepatitis B (CHB) patients were identified and the patients were treated with ADV 10 mg per day for 48 weeks. The clinical data in terms of serum HBV DNA seroclearance, mean HBV DNA reduction (log value), HBeAg loss, anti-HBe seroconversion and serum ALT of those patients were analyzed against their HBV genotypes. Genotype B and genotype C were found in 102 and 65 cases, respectively. The mean HBV DNA reduction in patients with genotype B and genotype C at their treatment times of 12, 24 and 48 weeks was 2.2 log10copies/ml, 2.1 log10copies/ml (P more than 0.05), 2.7 log10copies/ml, 2.4 log10copies/ml (P more than 0.05) and 3.6 log10copies/ml, 3.1 log10copies/ml (P less than 0.05), respectively. At the end of the therapy (48 weeks), 43 (42.2%) patients with genotype B HBV infection and 22 (33.8%) patients with genotype C HBV infection had achieved HBV DNA seroclearance (P less than 0.05). Our results suggest that genotype B HBV has a better virological response to ADV therapy in HBeAg-positive chronic hepatitis B patients than that of genotype C. Longer terms of ADV treatment are needed to confirm this conclusion.